
SUBJECT AREA: English-Messina/Buchhalter/Hovarth  
GRADE LEVEL: 10th 
SEMESTER: 1 
 

UNIT 
TITLE/ESSENTIAL 

QUESTION(S) 

UNIT SKILLS AND 
CONTENT 

(Skills should be identified from 
core content skills identified in 

Vertical Planning) 

CORE TEXTS AND 
MATERIALS 

FORMATIVE & SUMMATIVE 
ASSESSMENTS 

COMMON 
CORE/CONTENT 

STANDARDS 
 

 
Unit 1: Preparing for 
remote/blended 
instruction  

Students will learn to:  
-Utilize tech tools and 
platforms to engage in learning 
and collaborating with peers. 
 

❖ Intro using google 
classroom 
(https://docs.google.com/
presentation/d/1doTPEzty
m1-
0PBvshfclIMg4n_ZE6zHKQ
OP7IggeLVY/edit?usp=sha
ring) 

❖ Zoom expectations  
❖ Course review/class 

expectations  
❖ How to utilize Edpuzzle 

 

❖ IXL learning diagnostic 
assessment (formative 
assessment data 
collected) 

 

Unit 2: Poetry- What 
makes poetry an effective 
form of literature? How 
can we develop deeper 
ideas about literary 
devices and their purpose?  

Students will be able to: 
❖ identify explicit and 

implicit (Literary and 
rhetorical devices) 
Text-based evidence in 
appropriately complex 
texts and use their 
evidence to support 
their ideas in essay 
writing and discussion.  

❖ characterize different 
types of poetry (epic, 
ode, ballad, sonnet) 

❖ Form a basic 
understanding of how 
to 
interpret/summarize 
texts 

❖ “Diamonds” by Rihanna 
https://www.azlyrics.com
/lyrics/rihanna/diamonds.
html 
 

❖ “Wings” by Macklemore 
https://www.azlyrics.com
/lyrics/macklemore/wing.
html 
 

❖ Annabel Lee-Edgar Allen 
Poe 
https://edpuzzle.com/assi
gnments/5f9c395b179be3
40aaf59f58/watch 

❖ Acquainted with the Night 
by Robert Frost 
 

❖ Annotation of poems to 
identify poetic 
devices/meanings  

❖ Student led discussions  
❖ Poetry test  
❖ Use rubrics and checklists 

for self-assessment of 
participation in discussion 

Final Poetry Project- Analyzing the 
lyrics to a chosen song to evaluate 
the use of figurative language and 
identify theme and central idea. 

SL.9-10.1-Initiate and 
participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 
grades 9-10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
L.9-10.5-Analyze how an 
author's choices 
concerning how to 
structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
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❖ identify the rhyme 
scheme of poems 

https://www.poetryfound
ation.org/poems/47548/a
cquainted-with-the-night 
 

❖ We grow accustomed to 
the dark 
https://www.commonlit.o
rg/texts/we-grow-
accustomed-to-the-dark 
 

❖ “Night is Darkening 
around me” by Emily 
Bronte 
https://classroom.google.
com/u/0/c/MTY4MTExOD
kyMzc0/a/MTkxNzIzMjYx
ODAw/details 

 
 

such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 
RL.9-10.1-Cite strong and 
thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

Unit 3: Dystopian Fiction-
“Can a perfect society ever 
be achieved? Why do we 
crave perfection in society, 
and what can we learn 
from our failures (real or 
imagined) to achieve it?” 
How can the 
advancements in 
technology impact 
society?  

Students will be able to:  
❖ Identify the central 

idea of an 
appropriately complex 
text individually.  

❖ Use a central idea to 
identify the theme 
with teacher support 
and synthesize 
evidence from an 
appropriately complex 
text to support the 
theme.  

❖ Present clear 
reasoning for evidence 
they choose from 
appropriately complex 
literary and 
informational texts 
mostly read in class 
with teacher support 
to support claims in 
written pieces.  

 

❖ Fahrenheit 451 
❖ https://www.secret-

satire-society.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/01
/Ray-Bradbury-
Fahrenheit-451.pdf 

❖  
❖ “There will come soft 

rains” by Ray Bradbury 
❖ https://www.btboces.org/

Downloads/7_There%20
Will%20Come%20Soft%20
Rains%20by%20Ray%20Br
adbury.pdf 

❖  
❖ Harrison Bergeron by Kurt 

Vonnegut 
(https://classroom.google.
com/u/0/w/MTY4MTExO
DkyMzc0/t/all) 

❖ Episodes from “Black 
Mirror” 

❖ Annotation of fiction 
passages 

❖ Student led discussions  
❖ End of unit test  
❖ Exit tickets 
❖ Writing Tasks  
❖ Breakout Rooms (Zoom 

Sessions) 
❖ Use rubrics and checklists 

for self-assessment of 
participation in discussion 
 
 
FInal Project- Create a 
Dystopian Society  

RL.9-10.2.-Determine a 
theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RL.9-10.4-Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; 
analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language 
evokes a sense of time and 
place; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). 
RL.9-10.5- Analyze how 
an author's choices 
concerning how to 
structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., 
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❖ Technology/Social Media 
articles showcasing pros 
and cons  

parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 

Unit 4: Evaluating & 
Writing Arguments 
How can we use text based 
evidence to support claims 
and strengthen 
arguments? 
 
(Focus possibly on climate 
change)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to:  
❖ Write clear and 

thorough claims based 
on information 
synthesized from 
appropriately complex 
texts that clearly 
establishes a position 
to present an 
argument.  

❖ Develop a thesis 
statement. 

❖ Present clear 
reasoning for evidence 
they choose from 
appropriately complex 
literary and 
informational texts 
mostly read in class 
with teacher support 
to support claims in 
written pieces.  
 

Nonfiction articles relating to 
chosen topics: (Digital articles from 
newsela and other news outlets) 

 
❖ Guggenheim, D. 

(Director). (2006). An 
inconvenient Truth: A 
global warning [DVD].  

❖ Edwards, S. (Director). 
(2012). An Inconsistent 
Truth [DVD] 

❖ Stevens, F. (Director) 
(2016). Before The Flood 
[2016] 

 

❖ Discussing key questions 
and topics during the unit. 

❖ Journal Responses to 
ideas presented during 
reading. 

❖ Examining Assimilation vs 
Acculturation 

❖ Zoom discussion 

❖ Film Reaction 

 

Final Project: Students will craft an 
argumentative essay that 
uses evidence to support 
claims. 

 
 

RL.9-10.1-Cite strong and 
thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
W.9-10.3a-Introduce 
precise claim(s), distinguish 
the claim(s) from alternate 
or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that 
establishes clear 
relationships among the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
LS.9-10.1a-Cite strong and 
thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 

Unit 5: Islamic Revolution 
 
How do people cope when 
their lives have been 
forced by control?      

Students will be able to:  
❖ Write clear and 

thorough claims based 
on information 
synthesized from 
appropriately complex 
texts that clearly 
establishes a position 
to present an 
argument.  

❖ Present clear 
reasoning for evidence 
they choose from 

❖ Persepolis by Marjane 
Sartrapi 

https://rhinehartadvancedenglish.
weebly.com/uploads/2/2/1/0/221
08252/the-complete-persepolis-
by.pdf 
 
 

❖ Nonfiction articles about 
the Islamic Revolution 

 
❖ Short videos showcasing 

events during the islamic 

❖ Informal written reactions 
to the text. 

❖ Various group activities and 
seminars 

❖ Teacher created regents-
based exams. 

❖ Vocabulary quizzes. 
❖ Essay analyzing the use of 

allegory to explore read 
world issues in the text and 
in general. 

RL.9-10.3-Analyze how 
complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 
W.9-10.2.a 
Introduce a topic; 
organize complex ideas, 
concepts, and information 
to make important 
connections and 

https://rhinehartadvancedenglish.weebly.com/uploads/2/2/1/0/22108252/the-complete-persepolis-by.pdf
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appropriately complex 
literary and 
informational texts 
mostly read in class 
with teacher support 
to support claims in 
written pieces.  

❖ identify explicit and 
implicit (Literary and 
rhetorical devices) 
Text-based evidence in 
appropriately complex 
texts and use their 
evidence to support 
their ideas in essay 
writing and discussion 
 

 
 
 
 
 

revolution. 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=SJzuRf3Pyjk&t
=72s 

❖ Use rubrics and checklists for 
self-assessment of 
participation in discussion 

 
Final Project-Essay answering the 
essential question using a chosen 
text/video.  
 

distinctions; include 
formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 
W.9-10.4-Produce clear 
and coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  
 
 
 

 
Unit 6: The Holocaust & 
World War II  
 
How can literature help us 
to understand the past, 
present, and future?  How 
does extreme suffering 
affect one’s perception of 
the world?  
 
 
 

 
Students will be able to:  
❖ Present clear reasoning for 

evidence they choose from 
appropriately complex 
literary and informational 
texts mostly read in class 
with teacher support to 
support claims in written 
pieces.  

❖ Identify the central idea of 
an appropriately complex 
text individually.  

❖ identify explicit and implicit 
(Literary and rhetorical 
devices) Text-based 
evidence in appropriately 
complex texts and use their 
evidence to support their 

 
❖ Night By Elie Wiesel 

https://www.westada.org
/cms/lib/ID01904074/Cen
tricity/Domain/2311/NIG
HT-FULL-TEXT-PDF.pdf 

 
❖ Clips from Holocaust Films  

❖ Produce an expository 
essay describing aspects of 
the Holocaust that are 
present in the novel. 

❖ Informal written reactions 
to the text. 

❖ Teacher created regents-
based exams. 

❖ Vocabulary quizzes. 
❖ Inter-disciplinary activity 

(history): Assignment 
relating to the Holocaust 
and World War 2. 

RL.9-10.2-Determine a 
theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
RL.9-10.3-0Analyze how 
complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 
 
W.9-10.4-Produce clear 
and coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization, and style 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJzuRf3Pyjk&t=72s
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJzuRf3Pyjk&t=72s
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ideas in essay writing and 
discussion. 

 

are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  
 
W.9-10.9.a-Apply grades 
9-10 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., "Analyze 
how an author draws on and 
transforms source material 
in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme 
or topic from Ovid or the 
Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by 
Shakespeare]"). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 7: Shakespeare-
Author’s craft & Structure 
to develop ideas  
How do we let others 
influence us?  How much 
control do we have over 
our lives, choices, actions?  
How do we decide when 
to lead and when to 
follow? 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to:  
❖ Identify the central 

idea of an 
appropriately complex 
text individually.  

❖ Use a central idea to 
identify the theme 
with teacher support 
and synthesize 
evidence from an 
appropriately complex 
text to support the 
theme.  

❖ Macbeth  
https://hibsenglish.weebly.com/up
loads/7/2/3/6/7236232/macbeth_
no_fear_script.pdf 
 

❖ Short video clips 
 

How do Shakespeare’s structural 
choices create an effect of 
mystery, tension, or surprise in the 
first two acts of the play? 

 
End-of-Unit:  
Students answer the following 
prompt based on their work in this 
unit: 

Select a central character from 
Macbeth. Write an argument 
about how this character is 

RL.9-10.2-Determine a 
theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
RL.9-10.3-Analyze how 
complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 

https://hibsenglish.weebly.com/uploads/7/2/3/6/7236232/macbeth_no_fear_script.pdf
https://hibsenglish.weebly.com/uploads/7/2/3/6/7236232/macbeth_no_fear_script.pdf
https://hibsenglish.weebly.com/uploads/7/2/3/6/7236232/macbeth_no_fear_script.pdf


❖ Present clear 
reasoning for evidence 
they choose from 
appropriately complex 
literary and 
informational texts 
mostly read in class 
with teacher support 
to support claims in 
written pieces.  

 
 
 
 

primarily responsible for the 
tragedy. Support your claims using 
evidence that draws on character 
development, interactions, plot 
and/or central ideas. 

 

characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 
RL.9-10.4-Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; 
analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language 
evokes a sense of time and 
place; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). 
 
RL.9-10.5-Analyze how 
an author's choices 
concerning how to 
structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 
 
RL.9-10.7.a-Analyze the 
representation of a 
subject or a key scene in 
two different artistic 
mediums, including what 
is emphasized or absent 
in each treatment (e.g., 
Auden's "Musée des 
Beaux Arts" and 
Breughel's Landscape 
with the Fall of Icarus). 
RL.9-10.9-Analyze how 
an author draws on and 
transforms source 
material in a specific 
work (e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a 
theme or topic from 



Ovid or the Bible or 
how a later author 
draws on a play by 
Shakespeare). 
W.9-10.1.a-e-Write 
arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or 
texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
W.9-10.2.a-f-Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and 
accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
SL.9-10.1-Initiate and 
participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 
grades 9-10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 
 

     

 


