
SUBJECT AREA: ELA 
GRADE LEVEL: 9 
SEMESTER: FALL 
 

UNIT 
TITLE/ESSENTIAL 

QUESTION(S) 

UNIT SKILLS AND CONTENT CORE TEXTS AND 
MATERIALS 

FORMATIVE & SUMMATIVE 
ASSESSMENTS 

COMMON 
CORE/CONTENT 

STANDARDS 
Poetry Unit Students will learn to: 

- identify and provide 
examples of literary 
devices. 

- characterize different 
types of poetry (epic, ode, 
ballad, sonnet) 

- form a basic 
understanding of how to 
summarize and interpret 
texts 

- identify the rhyme 
scheme of poems 

- Where I’m From 
- I Am Offering This Poem 
- Touchscreen 
- Abandoned Farmhouse 
- Still I Rise 
- Beowulf 
- It Couldn’t Be Done 
- Anthem for Doomed 

Youth 
- The Sonnet-Ballad 

Freshman year resources  

Formative Assessments:  
- annotation of poems to 

identify rhyme scheme 
and poetic devices. 

- student-led discussions on 
identifying different types 
of poetry 

- group work and 
homework activity: 
interpreting Beowulf 

 
Summative Assessment:  
-Poetry test 

SL.9-10.1 
L.9-10.5 
RL.9-10.1 

Teenager Unit Students will be able to: 
- Define and describe the 

term “teenager” in their 
own words. 

- Analyze the differences 
and similarities of teens 
from the beginning of 
the 20th century to 
modern times. 

- Evaluate the difficulty 
of life for teens 
throughout the 20th and 
21st century. 

- Cite evidence in order 
to support their 
argument. 

- Utilize CERCA in order 
to write an 

- Teenage documentary by 
Matt Wolf 

- Teenage Bill of Rights 
article 

Freshman year resources  

Formative Assessments:  
-Documentary viewing guide 
-Graphic organizers 
-CERCA paragraphs 
-Teenager Bill of Rights project 
 
Summative Assessment:  
- Diagnostic Essay 

RI.9-10.1, W.9-10.1, SL.9-
10.1 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jT9LMjl0zTwscqPAkHdK3_RTHvKzAuEz?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jT9LMjl0zTwscqPAkHdK3_RTHvKzAuEz?usp=sharing


argumentative 
paragraph. 

Communication Unit Students will learn and build 
upon the following skills: 
- annotating texts  
- constructing a written 
argument 
- utilizing accountable talk 

- Speak 
- The Perks of Being a 

Wallflower 
Freshman year resources  

Formative Assessments: 
-Graphic organizers 
-Essay preparation writing 
-Student-led discussions 
-Carnival Stations 
 
Summative Assessment: 
-Students will write an 
argumentative essay, utilizing 2 
literature texts and at least 2 
supplementary non-fiction texts for 
textual evidence. 
 
Essay Question:  Are teenagers 
effective communicators? 
 

RL.9-10.1, SL.9-10.1, W.9-
10.1 

     
     
     
     

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jT9LMjl0zTwscqPAkHdK3_RTHvKzAuEz?usp=sharing

